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AUTHOR'S NdtE. ' 



This little tract is a modified excerpt from a, sermon 
preached at Fisk University sixteen months ago, and 
afterwards to other audiences. I pubhsh it primarily 
to put it into the hands of -the young people among 
whom I labor, because I love them, and because I hope, 
although it be in a blind and imperfect way, to put ■ 
them upon their guard against the social evils that 
beset them. 

As a people, we have had lees than forty years' ex- 
perience in building homes, and erecting family altars; 
and consequently, it is not surprising if social immor- 
ahties are too frequent, not to aay rampant, am.omg us. 
Notliing has caused me more pain, I can even say mental 
angiiish, than the contemplation of the sociaJ status of 
the colored people, not iperely as I have read of it, but 
as 1 have seen it, and known it, and come into contact 
with it. 

This tract is addressed mainly to young women, not 
because young colored men do not have their full share 
of responsibility in the social regeneration of- the race, 
but for good and sufficient reasons wliich will appear at 
the close. It is to be hoped that its publication will do 
no harm, and at Iciast some good. 

Eugene Hakbis. 
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AN APPEAL FOR SOCIAL PURITY IN NEGRO 
■ HOMES. 

Throughout theit national history the people of Israel 
kept themselves comparatively exempt from the heathen 
about them: and even in their Egyptian bondage and 
thedr Babylonian captivity, unUke many other sub- 
jugated peoples, they sustained their identity and refused 
to amalgamate. It is remarkable how many calamities 
befell the Hebrew nation through the alliances, either 
of their kings or of the people at targe, with infamoua 
women about them.. Because of their connection witb 
the Moabitish women, a large number of the people were 
slain, and "their heads were hung up before the Lord 
against the sun." On account of their alliance with the 
women of Midian God sent a plague upon Israel and 
slew twenty-four thousand men.' Samso!i's marriage 
with the Philistine woman at Timnath in opposition to 
the wishes and appeals of his parents was the oceasion 
of a long series of disasters both to liimself and to hia 
people. David's alliances with heathen women were the 
source of most of the treason, and plotting, and jealous- 
ies, and discord, which took place in his home and hi8 
court. Had it not been for Solomon's harem with hia 
seven hundred mves and three hundred concubines, 
many, and perhaps most of whom, were of foreign ex- 
tniction, the kingdom would have never been divided, 
and Israel would not have been disrupted by political 
and religious revolutions. Had it not been for the in- 
. famous Jezebel, Ahab would not have been involved 
in political murders and gross idolatries^ and Elijali 
would not have had occasion to slay four hiuidred prophr 
eta of Baal. Again and again, heathen worship with its 
revolting licentiousness and abom-nations, was intro- 
duced into Israel hv the wicked heathen women in tha 



4 An Appeal for Social 

harems of the kings. Had it not been for' the forces of 
.evil which their idolatrous praetioes set into operation, 
the ten tribeB would not have been, lost; perhaps, would 
have never gone into Assyrian captivity. Even as late 
as the close of the Babylonian exile, Sehemia.h liimself 
■expressly says that he eontcmded witli and .cursed the 
people "because they followed Solomon in marrying out- 
landish women and strange wives." 

The social conditions existing among the lieathen in 
Old TestaiTient times cannot be Itetter set forth than in 
the first chapter of Romans. On the other hand, the 
purity of the Hebrew women, and the social, and relig- 
ioiis, and even political position which tlieyheld in the 
Hebrew Commonwealth stand in striking contrast witli 
■the status of their heathen sisters. And here, let us 
.set forth this truth, tliat the status of any people can be 
.largely determined by the status of its women. Ko i-ace 
has ever occupied, and no race does or ever will occupy, 
.any more ad\tineed pfece among the nations than its 
women will allow it. One might judge beforehand that 
a race that produces proplietessee like Jliriam, female 
judges like Deborah, mothers like Hannah, and Ijeauti- 
ful examples of devotion like Ruth, would be faj' aliead 
,of any contemporaries tliat were lacking in these charac- 
ters. In all ages of the world, the character of a ]^)eopie's 
womein has been a pretty true index to the character of 
the people itself: and, young women, it should be more 
than a female boast, it is a great responsibility, that 
women make society. If it bt true (and I tliink that it 
is only partly so), as is often asserted, tlia.t women make 
society, what a blunder they made at Rome when society 
was a mass of wounds and bruises and putrefying sores; 
when incest was common, when harlotry was public, and 
when God gave tliem up unto vile aifections, and unto 
nncleanness through the lusts of their hearts. 

The future of the colored race in America — and I am 
not your eaemy, young women, becau^ I tell you tlie^ 
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truth— lies largely in the hands of its women. Tlie 
sentiment, "The hand that rotks tlie cradle is the hand 
■ tRat rules the world," is jnet as tJiie among the colored 
people as among any other: and if Kome was destroyed 
beeauee the empire had no mothers, and if France iinder- 
went the horrors of the revoUition because the institu- 
tion of the family was obliterated, if Ethiopia be guilty 
of the same immoralities, there is no special dispensation 
of Providence to save her from the same fate. 

I wish to make no railing acciisaition. In fact I wish 
to avoid even the appearance of making it. But I do 
wish to call attention to a somewhat prevalent sentiment 
which is sometimes publicly expreeeed — a- sentimeni 
which J hope is false, and against which T soijnd a note 
of warning lest it should be found to be true. The de- 
plorable fact is that men of good judgment, and honest, 
linprejudiced motives, have spoken not only in private 
conversation, but in published articles of the moral laxity 
in colored homes. There is not a young colored man, 
with the instincts of a man, whose blood does not tingle 
when he hears such a charge made, and who is not 
anxious to denounce it as false. Every' young colored 
man, properly constituted, feels it as a keen reproach; 
and while he will do what he can to prove that the 
cliftrges BiPe slanderons, ,he wants the yoimg women to 
help him by avoiding even the appearance of evil, and 
by living above even the shadow of suspicion. 

Our young colored men are as chivalrous toward their 
women ae those of any other race. But even the proieegs 
•of chivalry is helpless against the stubborn logic of facts. 
And so our appeal is tliat the young women shouJd taJte 
eare that the facta are just what they ought to be. 
Shame to the young men who would not defend to the 
utmost the fair names of their wives, and mothers, and 
sistei's; and shame to the young women, who by their 
courses of conduct, make it hard for the young men to 
defend them. ,— . ■ 

n,gti7cd3yG00glC 
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There are men in this country, and at leaet one man in 
Great Britain, who coniroand tlie public -cod fidence, and 
who presumably have wrilten with authority upon bhe- 
Negro question. Some of these books that evince the 
deepest sympathy for the Negro still contain the most 
startling and painful conclusions. 1 quote verbatim: 
"In one coimty of Mississippi there were during twelve 
months 300 marriage licQnfiee taken out in the county 
clerk's office for wliite peofde. According to the pro- 
portion of population, there should have been in, the 
same time J, 200 or more for Negroes. There were 
actually taken out by colored people just three." "I 
kaow," says the same author, "whole neighborhoods in- 
cluding hundreds of Negro families where there is not 
oqe single niai'ried , couple wiio stay faithful to each 
other beyond a. few months, or a few years at most; often 
but a few weeks." — Black America, p. 110. _ This quotas 
tion is hut an illustration of many others like it; and 
notice, I do not now say that tJiere is one word of truth 
in them. I do not nO'W either confirm or deny the griev- 
ous charges which are being pubhshed against us. It 
is sufficient to point out that the charges aie made— not 
by irrep.ponsible parties — but by men of authority and 
integrity. ■ Some of these charges may be aggravated, 
ajid the facts may be distorted on account of race antip- 
athies: but after making allowances for prejudice and 
overstatement, tliere remains a eonfiidera.ble amount 
which cannot l)e so explained. It is a good thing to 
open the eyes of the colored youtli to the charges which 
are being nia<le so that they (an refute them, or explain 
tliem, and so that tJiey can be on ttieir guard against 
Bueli conduct as gives any ground for them. 

If these charges cannot be entirely refuted, they can 
at least be explained. They arose out of slavery. Much 
of the moral laxity that exists among us to-day is due 
to a system which whipped women, which dispensed 
with the institution of marriage, which separated wives ■ ^ 
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irom their huebauds and assigned them to other men, 
which ruthlessly destroyed female virtue, and whiah 
made helpless women the abject tools of their masters. 
This is the correct explanation of our aodal status to- 
day; but to explain it is not to excuse it. It is no longer 
our misfortune as it was before the war. It is our sin 
— a grievoiTs, oiitcryiug sin, Tlie times of ignorance 
which existed before the war God winked at, but he now 
colls upon us all to repent. Whatever excuse there was 
for the prevaleaice of unchastity. among colored women 
before emancipation, it does not exist to-day; and the 
civil liberty which we enjoy will not avail lis much if we 
make it a license to vice.- 

The statement Is sometimes made that the practice of 
virtue is quite as common among us ae it is among the 
wldtes. We have no means of comparison, and so, such 
a statement we can neitiier oonfirm nor refute; but if we 
are only as good as the whitee, then we ought to become 
better: for we fall far short of the perfection to which 
we ought to aepire. How far short we are reputed to 
tall youiDg colored women have no way of discovering, ■ 
and the young men themselvee do not fully realize. 
Somehow, everj-whei-e, wrongly or rightly, the white 
people have the idea that the Negroes put a low estimate 
upon female chastity — that thenr women, as a rule, do 
not highly regard their purity: and of this one thing he 
assured-^that where fenwle purity is least esteemed, 
right there will it be most assaulted. There are no 
young women in this country who are more liable to 
insult, and for whom the foul-hearted tempter more 
often spreads bis snares than the women of my own race. 
Unseen danger is lurking aJ-ound them upon, every side; 
and as they walk unattended the streets of our cities, 
hidden pitfalls are put before them. The purity of no 
class of women is put to a severer test. The chastity 
of no other women is more often assailed. Renegade 
men, who would not dare approach the women of their 
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own race, violate the sanctity "of colored horiies because 
they can do it with impunity; because such unholy 
alliaaces are free from subsequent entanglement*; and 
because somehow or other, rightly or wrongly, they have 
begun to believe that their assaults in that direction will 
mee.t with the least resistance. 

The overtures, and apparently tlie most inpocent. at- 
tentions fi-om inen.of the other race, must he met with, 
the gi'eatest reserve; for it often happens that Saitan 
ajjpears among th€m clothed as an angel of light. What 
is apparently an innocent concession, or a polite recogni- 
tion, or an exchange of pleasantry, often turns out to 
be the first step to infamy and ruin. Shame on the 
young woman who intcntionaJly takes this step. Shame 
on the young woman who knowingly opens the way to 
insulting advances, and who, by thoughtless and un- 
seemly behavior, invitee the wiles of the tempter. 

There is a criminal carelessness in conduct as well as 
a criminal ijifent, and the consequences to the victim 
are tlie same whether she be foolish- or wicked. No 
coquetiy whatever should be eajried on with any man, 
but it is especially dangerous when carried on with those 
with whom social barriers make matrimony impossible. 
The young woman who so jeo]>ardd2es her chastity is 
lost to a sense of honor, and has no adequate conceptJOTi 
of the awful future that confronts her — a future which 
to most fallen wompn is witho\it God and without hope 
in tlie world. Dante inscribes over his Infemo, "All 
hojw abandoned ye who enter here." Society, partially 
or inifMi.rtially, has written the same inscription over tbe 
d(x>rMay to sexual crimes by ivomen; and the women 
who begin such lives are generally forced to pursue them, 
abandoned of men, aliens from God, and hateful to 
themselves. 

Better, far better is it, my sister, that a millstone were 
hanged about your neck, and you were drowned in the 
depths of the sea, than that jou should take the first 
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step in that life wliieh goes doivn to death, and whidi 
talcee hold on hell. There are hundreds of fallen wo-men 
to-day who fimd no place for repentance though they 
seek it with tears. They expect no" restoration, and 
they become confirmed in their lives and sink into deeper 
infamy. Society, in eelf-defense, brands them as social 
lepers, and puts them outside of the pale of mercy where 
many, if not most, of them live lamenting and die de- 
spairing. Such is the fate which ojiens up to the woman 
who begins a life of unchastity. 

And now, young women, young men, if w-hat is being 
published about the colored people of the South is true, 
imlese a great moral chajige be wrought among us, our 
destruction is certain and just. Some years ago T said 
in a sermon at Ksk rniversity that wherever the Anglo- 
Saxon comes into contact with an inferior race, the in- 
ferior race invariably goes to the wall. I called atten- 
tion to the fact that in spite of humanitarian and philan- 
thropic efforts, the printing press, the steam engine, and 
the electric motor in the hands of the Anglo-Saxon, are 
exterminating the inferior races more i-apidly and more 
surely than shot and shell and bayonet. I mentioned a 
number of races that have perished, not l>ecause of de- 
stnictive wars and pestilence, but because they were un- 
able to live in the environment of a nineteenth. century 
civilization; races Whose destruction was not due to a. 
pereec-ution wTiich came to them from without, but to a 
latk of moral stamina within; races that perished in spite 
of thf humanitarian and philanthropic efforts that were 
put forth to save them. 

To tliat utterance, let me now add this thought; that 
where shot ajid shell and bayonet, and the printing press 
and the steam engine a.nd the electric motor have slain 
their tlwusands, licentioiis men, unchaste women, and 
impure homes have slain their lens of thousands: and 
I speak the words of solm-ness and truth when I say that 
if the charges of se.iual immoralities brought against us 
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are true, unless there lie wrought a social revolutioa 
among us, the hand writing of our destruction even now 
may be seen on the wall. The history of nations teachee 
ufi that neither war nor pestileiiice exterminates them so 
completely and rapidly as do sexual vices. The Tas- 
manians, the Pacific Islanders, the New Zealanders, and 
tlie Maoris have all gone down to the grave because' they 
dishonored their own bodies among themselves, and 
because God gave th^n up unto unoleannees through 
the lusts of their heaite. Thej- have gone the way of 
Sodoin and Gomorrah, and Babylon, and ancient Borne', 
not by the sword of the enemy, but because God gave 
them up unto vile afEections; for "even their women did 
change the natural use into that wloch is against nature; 
and likewiee also the men, leaving the natural use of the 
woman, burned in their luets one toward another, men 
with men working tliat which is unseemly, and recei'v- 
ing in themselves that reoonipenae of their error which 
was nieet." It is the teaching of history that nations 
of libidinous men and unchaste women are doomed to a 
apeedy destruction. This fact wae known as early as 
Job, for he esppeesly says that if his heart had been 
enticed unto a woman, and he had laid wait at Jiis neigh- 
bor's door, it wae a heinous crime that would root out all 
his increase. 

It is as true to-day as it was in the time of Job that 
disregard for the sanctity of the home means extinction 
and death. Wherever tlie colored people are guilty of 
the immoralities of which Jamee Anthony Froude and 
W. L. Clowes, of the London Times accuse them, if they 
continue in them, they will be destroyed by them, root 
and branch. Rome was destroyed because the empire 
had no mothers, and Babylon was blotted out because 
she was the mother of harlots. Tf jt be true, as James 
Anthony Froude asserts, that the Negroes of the West 
Indies have so little regard for the sanctity of the family 
that seventv per cent, of their children are illegitipaate, , 

. Coogic 
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TV'e may confidently expect that God, at no distant date, 
■will send among them the besom of his destruction. 
Always and everywhere moral leprosy means phywcal 
■death. 

This tract will fail in its object imlees it adds some- 
.thiiig to ymir sense of the valiLe of female ptmty. The 
price .of a virtiaons woman is far above nibies; for upon 
female chastity depends the existence of the family, and 
upon the family depends the perpetuity of the people. 
It is im(X)ee.ible to exalt Bocial purity too highly, or to 
say anything too strong in its favor. life is very pre- 
■cious indeed, but a life that is saetained by the sacrifice 
■of chastity is not worth the living. "Sfeame upon the 
wonjan who does nort prefer death to a life of iusury 
maintained by the price of guilt. Shame upon the 
woman who barters her soul far dress, and who does not 
perceive that "the life is more than meat, and the body 
is more than raiment;" who does not know that "a good 
name is to be clioeen rather than great riches and loving 
favor rather than silver and gold." 

I plead for a higher estimate to be put upon female 
virti(6 by the women themselves. I want society and 
the church to draw the line closer and tighter, and 1 
want them to learn that when th^ condone such of- 
fenses, they are imbibing the vims of a moral poison, 
which will prove disastrous and fatal. If those suffer- 
ing with leprosy of the body are to be isolated lest the 
•contagion spread, how much more should it be true of 
those who are aifected with leproey of the aoul? And 
yet, there are women of bad repute, who have lost little 
■or nothing in the esteem of society; and there are women 
on our chiu-eh rolls, and active in church work, who have 
unsavory characters that smell rank unto he^iven. 

It is the reproach of our people that ofttimes a ]ai)se 
from virtue creates only a temporary flurn,' which soon 
passes away, and the sinner meets with no permanent 
loss on account of her crime. It is highly probable that . ^ 



" 12 An Appeal for Social. 

there are among lis unchaste women at heart wlio be-- 
come unchaste women in fleed because they know that 
BoeiaJ sentiment is weak, and that their restoration is 
almtiet certain; women wlio lapse from virtue because 
they- have the penetration to see that the gossip caused' 
by their sin will be more the spice which society wants- 
for a Hat and insipid existence than any real condemna- 
tion, ' ■ , 

We may lament "tlie rarity of Christdan charity under- 
the snn," but a charily which eoAdonee offenses against 
the home and the fajnily, and which does not punish the- 
oit'ender, is not Christian, but. sentimental and maudlin.. 
I denounce that charity in oitr society «'hich ignores- 
sexual crimes, and gives indulgences to those who* follow 
such lives of sin; and 1 denounce those chuFches among 
118, if any such there l)e, that divorce religion fpom 
morals, and whose pastore as well as members are guilty 
of shauieful iiiimoraJities, and wlio say. in the dishonesty 
of their hearts, that because they have been bom of God 
they commit no sin. ,We sometimes liave men in our 
pulpits who are tliemselves guilty of such crimes and 
excuse those who practice them — men, "who knowing 
the judgment of God, that tJiej' who commit such things. 
are worihy of deat.h, not oniy do the same, but take 
pleasure in them that do them." 

Some years ago AV- L. C-lowea was sent to America, by 
the London Timen to study the Negro I'l-oblem. He 
mentions a colored ])-reacher, who when re|jroa«'hed for 
his immoralities with the female membeirs of liis churchy 
e.vt«nuated thdr guilt by saying that they were but ful- 
filling Isaiah's prophecy that before the end of tdme- 
"seven women shall take hold, ot one man." — Black 
Ameiica, ]). 113. There are munerous such ])reachers in 
this SoutJiland who prostitute church membershi]) so as- 
to make it a Hcenee to vice- Some of them jireach that 
they ca.n do no sin liecause thej- are bom of God, and! 
they continue in their sexual immoralities in order that] -, 
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-the grace of God mflj' abound. The women are much 
to blame. 'Hie duuvdi membership of the land is 
mainly composed of wwnen, and they are laj'gely re- 
sponsible for line niM^ condition of the churches.. It 
is a sad fart tha.t when an Impure preacher wae driven 
■out of a certain Southern city some years ago at tlie 
hands of a mobf most ot his synipathizerB were women, 
many of whom looked upon him, not as a social leper, 
but as a mart}T and a hero. It is a s»d commentary 
on tliat city that so niany women voted to retain him 
that he could not be dismissed from the churoh in the 
regidar way, and his female supporters were so numer- 
-ous ajid strong that he was driven from thecity only by 
tlie violence of a mob. ilale members of the churoh 
which he disrupted will tell you tha< if it had not been 
for the women, it woidd have been an easy thing to 
remove him from their pulpit. The women of that 
, -church so zealously supported their pastor that his shame 
was his glor;-. It is a sad thing that the escapades of 
fiucli a man, instead of aroiieing the women to an indig- 
nation which socdally ostracizes liira, too often gives him 
a reputation for gallantry which he rather enjoys. 

My appeal to the women of my race is to remedy this 
statfe of alTaiis. They have it largely in tlieir powM*: 
and in the churches, at least, if not in society at lai^e, 
they are the more to blame. Many of our colored 
preaehere who have "stolen tlie liverj- of heaven to serve 
the devil in," co*ild not retain their charges were it not 
for the support of the women; women, who too often 
open their doors to renegade men because they have 
affable manners and pleasing address. The women have 
a voice in this country in both church and society, and 
they onght to use their power for the correction of social 
evils; for the chastity of the home; and for the preserva- 
tion of the holiest tiling on earth, a pure and exalted 
female character. I plead for the women of society to 
drop every member that is infee+ed with moral poison, 



,glc 



lyGOOgIC 



